THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER

OFFICE OF STUDENT FINANCIAL AID
PURPOSE

The purpose of the financial aid program at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center is to provide assistance to students who need help in meeting the cost of their education.  We encourage aid applications from all students who believe they will require financial aid.

It is common knowledge that increased costs have affected every aspect of the educational process.  Colleges and universities in general, and health professions schools in particular, have been called upon to assist the growing number of students and parents who cannot afford to carry the financial burden of such professional training.

We hope this brochure will help acquaint you with available sources and alternatives of financial assistance.  If you have further questions, please contact us at 865 Research Park, Suite 240, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73126. Our telephone number is (405) 271-2118.  FAX number is (405) 271-5446.  
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The financial aid program at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center is administered in accordance with policies and guidelines in compliance with federal, state and local regulations.  The University bases its awards on demonstrated financial need, the difference between a family's expected contribution, and the student's yearly educational expenses.  For each academic year, expenses of the family other than the student cannot be included in the student expense budget, except for child daycare/dependent care cost (on a case by case basis).  Federal financial aid policy now precludes federal financial aid dollars being used to otherwise support a student's family.  Since the same method for analyzing need (Federal Methodology) is used in determining each family's ability to assist with academic year expenses, the amount of financial support expected from the student's family will be virtually the same at all institutions.  The student's family, spouse, and the student are expected to make a maximum effort to assist with educational expenses.  The basis upon which need-based programs are built is that the family is primarily responsible, to the extent they are able, for financing the student's education.

The amount of the contribution is determined by a careful analysis of the financial information submitted on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  This is the only application necessary to obtain consideration for all sources of NEED-BASED aid available through the Financial Aid Office at the OU Health Sciences Center.

HOW DO I APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID AND WHEN WILL I BE NOTIFIED?

If you wish to apply for financial aid, you should submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid. Students can apply electronically at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  It is recommended that students have a printer available for the required signature page.  The recommended filing date for each academic year is March 1.  Many of the NEED-BASED programs carry a March 1, deadline each year.  Applications submitted after that date will be subject to available funds.
Keep the Financial Aid office informed of any changes in your address and phone number and in ANY resources you will receive.  This applies from the time you first apply for assistance through the entire time you are a student.
The Office of Financial Aid expects to begin making award/denial announcements beginning May 1 for those students who correctly submit applications prior to March 1.  Please note that the results of your financial aid application will not be finalized until you have been officially admitted to or are currently enrolled in the OU Health Sciences Center.  Prospective students are encouraged to begin the application process as early as possible--even before the student's admit status is determined.


WHAT AM I APPLYING FOR BY COMPLETING THE


 FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA)?
Deadline:  Unless otherwise noted, the deadline for filing the FAFSA is March 1, of each year.  Applications submitted after that date will be subject to available funds.

	TYPE PROGRAM
	WHO QUALIFIES
	OTHER INFORMATION


	
	
	

	FEDERAL PELL GRANT
	Undergraduate students who have not received bachelor's degree.  Less-than-half time students are eligible.  
	Awards can range from $400 to $4050per year.



	FEDERAL SEOG (Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant)
	Student must be an undergraduate with demonstrated financial need.
	Average award is $1,000 per year.  Funds are awarded first to students who are Pell eligible with the lowest family contribution.

	OTAG (Oklahoma Tuition Aid Grant)
	Student must be a legal resident of Oklahoma and enrolled in at least six hours. Priority award consideration will be given to undergraduate students whose applications are received by April 15.
	The Oklahoma State Regents based on information on the FAFSA make OTAG awards.  The Regents Office notifies students of eligibility.  Awards can range from $50 to $1,000 per year.

	FEDERAL PERKINS LOAN
	All students apply when the FAFSA is filed. Must demonstrate financial need.
	The interest rate is 5%.  Payment & interest begins nine months after graduation or reduction of enrollment below half-time (grace period 9 months).  Awards range from $1000 to $4000 per year.

	LEW WENTZ LOAN
	All students eligible to apply.  Must demonstrate financial need.  Must be full time.
	The Lew Wentz Loan requires a co-signer.  The interest rate is 5%, which begins accruing immediately.  Loan principal repayment begins the 4th month after graduation.  Loans secured after July, 1993 offer choice of annual payment of interest or capitalization of interest. The student must request a different promissory note.  Awards range up to $4,000 per year.

	TUITION WAIVER SCHOLARSHIP
	All students apply by completing FAFSA.
	All eligible students will be considered each year as long as they remain in good academic standing.

	LAVERNE NOYES SCHOLARSHIP
	Undergraduate students who are blood descendants of those who served overseas in WWI prior to November 11, 1918, or who entered the service prior to May 11, 1918.  Students must also show academic merit and financial need.
	This scholarship provides for $500/sem. award.  Student must submit copies of veteran's discharge papers as well as birth certificates establishing blood relationship.

	HEALTH PROFESSIONS STUDENT LOAN (HPSL)
	Dental or pharmacy students who show financial need.  Applicants MUST provide parents' financial information on the FAFSA in order to be considered.  Parental information is required for both dependent and independent students.  Must be enrolled full-time.
	The interest on HPSL is 5% beginning, along with principal repayment, 12 months following graduation.  Interest and principal payment are deferred during internship/residency.  Awards range up to $9000 per year.

	PRIMARY CARE LOAN
	Only medical students are eligible to apply.  New regulations established new requirements for use of HPSL funds for medical students.  Any student who borrowed HPSL funds for the first time after July 1, 1993, are actually borrowing through the Primary Care Loan Program (PCL).  Recipients of the PCL are expected to enter a residency program in primary care and eventually practice in such care.  Primary health care includes family medicine, general internal medicine, general pediatrics or preventive medicine or osteopathic general practice.  Applicants must provide parents' financial information on the FAFSA.
	If a medical student fails to eventually enter the primary health care field, the loan balance will be recomputed from the date of issuance at an interest rate of 12 percent per year, compounded annually.

	NURSING STUDENT LOAN
	Undergraduate and graduate nursing students are eligible to apply.  Must show financial need.  Must be enrolled full-time.
	The interest rate is 5%, beginning, along with principal repayment, 9 months following graduation.  Awards range up to $5,000 per year.


	TYPE PROGRAM
	WHO QUALIFIES
	OTHER INFORMATION

	
	
	

	GREENBERG SCHOLARSHIP
	Eligible students include undergraduates & graduates who are in financial need because of a chronic neurological illness in the family.  Must be renewed yearly.  Deadline March 1.
	A letter from attending physician stating neurological disorder of family member must be submitted to the Financial Aid Office to be considered for scholarship.



	LUCILLE BELKNAP AMERICAN INDIAN MEDICAL SCHOLARSHIP
	Medical students of at least one-eighth American Indian blood quantum are eligible for consideration.
	The scholarship provides for total direct educational costs up to $2,000 per year.  The College of Medicine determines recipients and award amounts.



	PARRY SCHOLARSHIP
	Nursing students (graduate or undergraduate) who show financial need and who demonstrate scholastic competence.  FAFSA deadline: March 1.  A separate application secured from the College of Nursing must be filed in addition to the FAFSA and its deadline is June1.

	Scholarships range from $200 to $1,000.  The College of Nursing determines recipients and award amounts.

	AMERICAN INDIAN GRADUATE CENTER 

SCHOLARSHIPS
	Any eligible Indian or Alaska Native that is a member of a federally recognized tribe and is attending full time at a nationally accredited graduate program in the United States.  If the student is a descendent of a federally recognized tribe, he/she must have at least 1/4 blood quantum.  The student must apply for financial aid through FAFSA.
	Application deadline: Received at AIGC by 5:00 p.m. June 2.  Applicants should file the FAFSA no later than March 1.  Awards are made on the first come basis.  Applications will be available from January through the end of May.   There is a one time processing fee of $15.00 that must be submitted with the application.  Contact the American Indian Graduate Center, 4520 Montgomery Blvd., NE, Ste. 1-B, Albuquerque, NM  87109-1291.  Tel. (505) 881-4584.



	FEDERAL SUBSIDIZED STAFFORD LOAN PROGRAM 
	Any student enrolled on at least a half-time basis may apply.  Must show financial need. 
Students who qualify will receive an award letter from

Financial Aid after filing the FAFSA.  Additional instructions will be given at that time.
	The Stafford Loan Program allows a student to borrow from a private lender (e.g., bank or credit union).  Interest begins, along with principal repayment, six months following graduation or less than half-time enrollment.  Borrowers will, during repayment period, pay a variable interest rate based on the 91-day T-bill with a cap of 8.25%.  Maximum awards are $8,500 for graduate/professional students and $5,500 for undergraduates. Maximums may increase after

 June 30, 2006.  Recommended filing date is March 1.



	FEDERAL UNSUBSIDIZED STAFFORD LOAN
	Any student enrolled on at least a half-time basis may apply.  Applicants must apply for subsidized Stafford Loan first and may receive both subsidized and unsubsidized Stafford.  Loan limits vary according to the student’s program of study and dependency status.
	Interest is payable by the student from date of disbursement, or borrower may agree to add the interest to the principal amount of the loan not more frequently than quarterly (capitalization).  Repayment of principal begins six months following graduation or less than half-time enrollment.  The interest rate on the loan will be a variable interest rate based on the 91-day T-bill rate, not to exceed 8.25%.


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ARE THERE ALTERNATIVES WHICH DO NOT REQUIRE SUBMISSION OF 

THE FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID?
A variety of financial assistance programs require a separate application and are not based on submission of the FAFSA.  Some are listed below.  In addition, many private organizations offer loans, grants and scholarships.  Check with local civic groups, businesses and churches to find out what is available in your area.  In addition, Scholarship Reference Guides are available in most college/university libraries and through online scholarship searches.
Traineeships and fellowships are available in some areas of graduate study at the OU Health Sciences Center.  Inquiries should be directed to the departmental chairperson of the student's major field of study.

	TYPE PROGRAM
	WHO QUALIFIES
	OTHER INFORMATION

	
	
	

	FEDERAL PARENT LOAN FOR UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS
	Parents of at least half-time dependent students may apply on behalf of the student.  Loans are limited to parents who do not have adverse credit histories or those who can provide an endorser.
	Maximum loan per year is limited only by the school's calculation of cost of attendance minus estimated financial aid the student receives.  Interest rate is variable, not to exceed 9%.  Parents must begin repayment immediately.  (Some deferment options apply)

	BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS (BIA) GRANTS
	Eligibility is based on degree of Indian heritage as determined by a tribal group or BIA office.  Most BIA agencies also require the student to demonstrate financial need based on submission of a FAFSA.
	A student should first check with his/her BIA agency or tribal group to establish eligibility.  BIA grant amounts vary according to student's financial need and availability of funds.  FAFSA may be required.

	NATIONAL MEDICAL FELLOWSHIPS, INC.
	Entering medical students of particular minority groups (American Blacks, Mexican-Americans, American Indians, and Mainland Puerto Ricans).
	Scholarships are awarded on basis of academic performance and financial need.  Grants range between $500 and $5,000 per year.  Awards may be renewed 2nd year.  Secure application by writing Scholarship Program National Medical Fellowships, Inc, 110 West 32nd Street, 8th Floor, New York, NY 10001-3205; Tel. (212) 714-1007.

	OKLAHOMA NURSING STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGAM
	Undergraduate or graduate nursing students who are legal residents of the State of Oklahoma.  Application deadline for financial assistance through the Oklahoma Physician's Manpower Training Commission is Mid-July.
	In return for assistance ranging from $1,000 to $4,000, recipient agrees to practice as registered nurse in the State of Oklahoma, following graduation.  Interested students are encouraged to obtain an application from the Dean of Student Affairs, School of Nursing or to contact the Oklahoma Physician Manpower Training Commission, 1140 NW 63rd, Suite 302, Oklahoma City, OK 73116, Tel. (405) 843-5667.

	INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP
	American Indian or Alaska Native students (Federally recognized only) enrolled in dentistry, medicine, nursing, pharmacy, public health, physical therapy, radiography, sonography, dietetics, and medical technology to name a few.  Priority health career categories are based upon the needs of the Indian Health Service, and are subject to change each scholarship cycle.
	Recipients of the Health Professions Scholarship incur a one-year service obligation for each year of scholarship support received with the minimum period of service being two years.  The scholarship provides a monthly stipend for student living expenses, payment of tuition and required fees, and payment for other reasonable educational expenses.  Scholarships are awarded for a one-year period.  Recipients of scholarship support must apply annually for continuation beyond the initial funding period.  The Application Information and Instruction Booklet that includes the application is available from the Oklahoma City Area Indian Health Service, Scholarship Coordinator, Five Corporate Plaza, 3625 NW 56, Oklahoma City, OK  73112, Telephone (405) 951-3939.  The standard deadline date is April 1.

	INDIAN EDUCATION FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM
	American Indian students enrolled in medicine, dentistry or related programs are eligible to apply.
	Fellowships provide stipends of up to $800 per month plus some or all of the educational costs.  Awards are based on financial need, academic record and intent to provide service to Indians.  To receive further information write Indian Education Fellowship Program, U.S. Dept. of Education, 400 Maryland Ave. SW. Rm. 2177, Washington, D.C. 20202-6335, Tel. (202) 260-3774.

	TULSA COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY SCHOLARSHIP
	2nd, 3rd, or 4th year medical students who are residents of Tulsa County.
	Scholarships range from $300-1,500.  Obtain application from Tulsa County Medical Society, 2021 South Lewis, Suite 560, Tulsa, OK 74104; Tel. (918-743-6184. 


	TYPE PROGRAM
	WHO QUALIFIES
	OTHER INFORMATION

	
	
	

	
	
	

	OKLAHOMA RURAL SCHOLARSHIP
	Medical students who declare intent to practice in Oklahoma rural community with a population of 7,500 or less. Applicants must be legal residents of the State of Oklahoma.  Internship or residency must be a primary care specialty.
	Provides $6,000 per year the first year and $12,000 the last three years of medical school.  Recipient renders one year of service for each year of assistance.  (Minimum commitment: 2 years.)  Applications should be submitted by March 31. For additional information contact the Oklahoma Physician Manpower Training Commission. 1140 NW 63rd, Ste. 302, Oklahoma City, OK  73116; Tel. (405) 843-5667.



	MINORITY DENTAL STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP
	Minority dental students (African American, Hispanic or Native American) entering their second year.  Applicants must have a minimum 3.0 GPA based on a 4.0 scale. Application Deadline July 1.


	Applications must be typed & addressed to: American Dental Association Endowment and Assistance Fund, Inc., 211 E. Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL 60611, Tel. (312) 440-2567.  Applications may be obtained from the Assistant Dean for Student Affairs at the Dental College.



	DENTAL STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP
	Dental student entering their second year.  Applicants must have a minimum 3.0 GPA based on a 4.0 scale.  Application Deadline July 31.
	Applications must be typed and addressed to: American Dental Association Endowment and Assistance Fund, Inc., 211 E. Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL 60611, Tel. (312) 440-2567. Applications may be obtained from the Assistant Dean for Student Affairs at the Dental College.



	DENTAL HYGIENE SCHOLARSHIP
	Dental Hygiene students entering their second year.  Applicants must have a minimum 3.0 GPA based on a 4.0 scale.  Application Deadline August 15.
	Applications must be typed and addressed to: American Dental Association Endowment and Assistance Fund, Inc., 211 E. Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL 60611, Tel. (312) 440-2567.  Applications may be obtained from the office of the Program Director at OUHSC.



	SCHOLARSHIP
FOR DISADVANTAGED

STUDENTS
	Medicine, Dentistry, Physicians Associate, Pharmacy Nursing, Dental Hygiene, Physical Therapy, Occupational

Therapy, Audiology
	Applications are available online at http://w3.ouhsc.edu/sfs/
Click on “Forms Online” or visit the OUHSC Financial Aid
Office.  Deadline September 1.  FAFSA now required.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE CORPS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
	Medical students, Dental, Physician Associate, and nurse practitioner students.
	Benefits include payment toward tuition, fees, books, supplies, equipment and a monthly stipend of $800 from July through June.  Following graduation (and residency), recipient must serve one year for each year of assistance (minimum obligation: 2 years) in a NHSC Health Manpower Shortage Area.  Applications can be obtained by calling 1-800-638-0824.

	
	
	


HOW MUCH WILL IT COST?

In 1992, the United States Congress modified the criteria used to determine a student's need for federal aid programs.  Among other items, the FEDERAL METHODOLOGY defines how estimated student expense budgets must be determined.  Expenses of the family other than the student (such as spouse or children) cannot be included in the student expense budget.  Federal financial aid policy now precludes federal financial aid dollars being used to support a student's family.  Child care/dependent care costs can, however, be included in the student cost budget.

Below is an estimated cost budget for (individual) students attending the OU Health Sciences Center. This is an estimate of approximately how much money an independent student can expect to spend to complete a nine month academic year, including living expenses.  If you are a student with dependents, these cost figures represent only your share of expenses.  Students involved in curricula extending beyond the typical nine month period may expand the living expenses on a proportionate basis.  The expenses listed here, including tuition and fees, are subject to revision.

Tuition & Fees
See Chart Below

Books & Supplies
See Chart Below

Living Expenses…………………………… $20116
Allowable living costs not listed here include childcare expenses and expenses related to a student's handicap.

TUITION AND FEE CHARGES

as of July 2010
There is a registration fee of $20 and a health service fee of $74 (per nine month academic year) in addition to the charges listed:


RESIDENT
NON-RESIDENT

Junior-Senior               
     $141.00  
$ 347.70
Graduate                          
   $162.20       
$428.10
Per Academic Year:


RESIDENT
 / NON-RESIDENT


Medicine
$23,213
$50,194
Dentistry                               $24,264
$49,369
Physician Assoc                   $12,839             
$24,347
PharmD ($100 fee per term)   $20,608                     $37,032


BOOKS, SUPPLIES, INSTRUMENTS, EQUIPMENT
In addition to the charges listed below there is a registration fee of $20, a health service fee of $74 (per nine-month academic year) and a facility fee of $7.30 per credit hour for OKC Students and $2.75 per credit hour for Tulsa Students. The total costs of attendance listed below are estimates.

Undergraduate
Jr. Year
Sr. Year


Clinical Dietetics
$ 42,238
$39,738 

Com.Disorders
42,238
39,738
Dental Hygiene
38,011
35,511
Nuclear Med
42,238
39,738
Nursing(traditional)
45,169
40,839
Nursing (ABSN)
47,611
11,729
Radiation Therapy
42,238
39,738
Radiography
42,238
39,738
Ultrasound
42,238
39,738
Professional
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
4th Year
Dentistry
$66,027
$56,259
$51,491
$55,339
Medicine
49,069
46,899
55,058
60,573
Pharm.D.
45,984
      43,584
43,384
57,121


Physician Assoc.
46,078
41,816
25,289


Occ. Therapy
47,806
45,306
45,306
Physical Therapy
47,806
45,306
45,306
PHP
42,040
39,540
Graduate
Year 1
Year 2
Nurse Practitioner
41,222
38,722
Graduate students experience such a variety of expenses that it is not possible to accurately estimate yearly expenses.  Book expenses and supplies should cost approximately $1,564 per year.  Variable costs include such research expenses as travel, typing, printing, etc.  

AVERAGE INDEBTEDNESS

Students who borrow during their OUHSC tenure accumulate average total indebtedness in the amounts listed below:

Nursing
$ 46,000
Pharmacy
 79,800
Physician Associate 
 70,000
Medicine
 153,200
Dentistry
 135,000
Graduate Students
 65,400
Dental Hygiene
26,090

All Other Undergraduates……………………………..25,000
Academic Standards for Financial Aid 
Recipients at

The University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center

Federal regulations require that all student receiving federal financial assistance maintain

satisfactory academic progress.  The following policy presents the minimum standards

adopted by the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center, effective November 1, 1985, and revised as needed to the present.  The policy applies to all students

receiving financial assistance through Title IV programs, Title VII programs or any other assistance program administered with federal or state funds. 

For all students academic progress is reviewed at the end of each academic year in late
May.  Students who did not complete the minimum requirements addressed in the 
following paragraphs of this policy, will be suspended from financial aid for the 
next semester of enrollment.  Students will be notified by the Office of Financial Aid
via U.S. mail, and included in the letter explaining the reason for suspension will be
an appeal form.  Students may appeal the decision, and if the Director of Financial 
Aid determines their reasons to be valid, students will be placed on probation for the 
next semester of enrollment.  All mitigating circumstances will be considered respectively:  personal, health, family problems,  transportation issues, work-related issues, etc.  During this probation semester students must complete the minimal academic standards addressed in the following policy, or be suspended the following semester.


Students who successfully complete a semester of enrollment and maintain satisfactory
academic progress, will be taken off probation and return to good standing.  Students
who fail to make minimal progress will be suspended with no chance of appeal.  In order
to regain financial aid eligibility, students must attend one semester enrolled at least
half time on his/her own financial expense at OUHSC, or another institution.  Students may be reinstated if they attend another institution, only if their program at OUHSC accepts coursework taken at another institution, and this coursework assists in advancing the student toward completion of the degree at OUHSC.  A student may also return 
to OUHSC after a semester of suspension, even if he/she did not attend any other 
institution, if the student can explain what caused the poor scholarship resulting in
suspension, and why the student feels it will not happen again.  Any semester in which the student is not on financial aid will be counted toward the 150% timeframe to complete the program if the student is attending classes. These procedures are primarily for undergraduate and graduate students.  Professional students in programs such as Medicine, Dentistry, and Pharmacy have exceptions to this rule that are discussed in a separate section.  Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy students also have standards that differ from the general graduate population, in that their program 
requires a specific progression of study, and the department/college carefully evaluates
each student’s success expectancy.  Financial Aid will generally honor the decisions
the these departments/colleges when the department/college is convinced the student
has the capability of completing the program.

Undergraduate Students:  Full-time enrollment for undergraduate students is 12 or more

credit hours per semester during the fall and spring, and 6 or more credit hours during the

summer.  Students may attempt as little as 6 hours Fall/Spring and 3 hours in Summer to 
qualify for Financial Aid as a half-time student.   Students may student half-time, but 
will still be subject to completing the program within 150% of the time normally allowed
for the program.  Student beyond the 150% of the program may result in loss of 
financial aid eligibility unless the student can prove mitigating circumstances and 
the Director of Financial Aid  approves a written appeal.  Because students 
admitted to any undergraduate program at OUHSC must already enter at the junior level
and have 67 credit hours completed in appropriate lower division coursework.

The aid recipient must complete the year with a 2.0 grade point average and maintain a

cumulative (OUHSC) GPA of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale.  (Incomplete coursework, audits or coursework taken at other institutions during the semester do not count toward the hour

requirement.) The only exception is coursework taken at another institution that is 

accepted by OUHSC toward the student’s OUHSC degree.  All undergraduate students are expected to complete their degree programs within three years after admission to the Health Sciences Center. A student who has not completed 2/3 of attempted hours at the end of the academic year will be suspended from financial assistance.  Students may appeal this decision in writing, and the Financial Aid Director will determine the validity of the appeal.  Students who appeal successfully will be placed on probation for the following semester.  Any undergraduate student who is denied assistance based on unsatisfactory academic progress may regain eligibility for aid by completing one semester of at least half-time enrollment during any semester with a minimum 2.0 for the semester at the student’s expense.  After that requirement is met, the student will again qualify for financial aid on a probationary status.  The first semester on probation must be completed with a 2.0 or above, or the student will be suspended from federal student aid.  Reinstatement for future financial aid will be at the Financial Aid Director’s discretion.

Graduate Students:
Full-time enrollment for graduate students is 9 or more credit hours

per regular semester, or at least 4 credit hours during the Summer session.  A Graduate

Assistant or Research Assistant holding a 0.5 FTE appointment will be required to enroll

in at least 6 hours per semester and at least 3 hours during the Summer session to be

classified as a full-time graduate student.  

Students must complete the year with a 3.0 GPA and maintain a cumulative (OUHSC) GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. OT and PT must have a 2.5 average. (Incomplete coursework, audits, or coursework taken at another institution does not count toward the hour requirement.)  A graduate student enrolled in only thesis or dissertation is subject to the same credit hour requirements for at least half-time status and must show satisfactory progress as identified by the “X” grade .All graduate students are expected to complete a Master’s degree within 3 years.  A Doctoral Program student is expected to complete that degree within 4 years (beyond M.S. degree).  Students enrolling in a Doctoral Program with intentions of bypassing the M.S. degree are expected to complete the PhD. within 6 years.  Any additional time needed beyond the length of time previously mentioned, must be approved by the appropriate College.

A graduate student who is denied assistance based upon unsatisfactory academic progress may regain eligibility for aid by completing one semester of at least half-time

enrollment during a regular or summer session with a 3.0 average for the semester at

the student’s expense.  OT and Pt must have a 2.5 average.

Dental, Medical, and Pharmacy, PHP and other Professional Programs:  Each college reviews throughout and at the conclusion of each academic year, the performance of each student.  The review and accompanying evaluation may include actual grades received, an indication of pass or fail, satisfactory or unsatisfactory, or another form of evaluation.  A student who does not satisfactorily complete all course requirements may be permitted to remediate. In this case, a student assigned a schedule which deviates from the norm and who earns satisfactory assessment in all courses for which enrolled will be deemed to be making satisfactory progress. In some cases, the student may be placed on Leave of Absence until the necessary rotation of coursework is available again. If the College of Medicine, Dentistry, or Pharmacy determine that a student is close enough to satisfactory academic progress to be put on academic probation rather than suspension, the Financial Aid Office will take this into consideration.  Financial Aid will not suspend a student from aid if the College allows the individual to continue pursuing his/her degree as these colleges have extremely high standards and follow specific board testing criteria. 

The normal timeframe for completion of required coursework for the M.D.,D.D.S., 
and Pharmacy degrees is four academic years.  Due to academic or personal difficulties, a student may require additional time.  In such situations, the promotions committee may establish a schedule for that student which departs from the norm and which may require repeating a year of study.  To be considered making satisfactory progress, a student must complete the first two years of the curriculum by the end of the third year after initial enrollment.  Students placed on Leave of Absence by their College will be given the 
opportunity to repeat a semester or a year as appropriate with financial aid assistance upon recommendation by the student’s College. A student not making progress will be ineligible for financial aid until he/she has successfully completed sufficient course requirements to enter the third year of studies.  All medical, dental and pharmacy students are expected to complete their degree programs within 6 years after admission to their respective colleges.  No assistance is provided those students extending degree studies beyond that time.

All Students:   In some cases, a student’s cumulative GPA may fall below the required

2.0 or 3.0, and the student is suspended from financial aid.  When the student gains 

eligibility again, either through a  successful self-paid semester, or an approved appeal,

the student may have subsequent successful semesters, that fail to raise the cumulative

GPA to the required rate.  However, if the semester GPA is over the minimum, even though it failed to bring the cumulative GPA to the required standard, the student will

continue financial aid eligibility on a probationary status.  

Transfer Students:  Transfer students are considered to be making satisfactory 
academic progress at the time of initial enrollment at OUHSC.  Because of the nature
of the highly competitive health career programs, students do not transfer in
the middle of a program after starting a similar program at another institution.
Eg.  A third year dental student does not enter OUHSC as a third year student 
because he/she completed two years of dental school at another institution.  
Even in the R.N. program this does not happen because OUHSC offers a 
bachelors degree, and most other R.N. programs are associates degree level.  A
transfer student at OUHSC, means that the student has completed lower level
coursework at another institution that is required as a prerequisite for admission
to our more high level programs. 
Appeals:  Students who are suspended from financial aid may appeal the decision in writing.  The decision of the Financial Aid Director will be final.  

Summer terms:  Summer is a header at OUHSC and the summer GPA and ratio of 
hours completed to hours attempted will be counted toward the total academic year 
evaluation.  Most students taking summer coursework at OUHSC are doing so because
it is required as part of the lock-step progression of their program.  Those taking 
summer coursework voluntarily are subject to the normal SAP requirements.

Change in Academic Major:  Due to the nature of the academic programs at OUHSC,

it is extremely rare for a student to change a major.  However if that occurs, the 
Financial Aid Director will require in writing the following information from the 
student’s new academic department:   1)  Number of credit hours completed that count
toward new degree 2) Amount of time estimated student will need to complete the program at  full time enrollment 3) Evaluation of student’s potential to successfully complete the new program  Financial Aid Director will give the student, in writing, an 
estimate of the number of semesters student will potentially qualify for aid.

Pursuit of a Second Degree:  The same requirements as in the Change of Academic Major section apply to pursuit of a second degree, which is also extremely rare at OUHSC.  However, in some cases there is a very close relationship between two degrees, that is considered a positive advancement.  The two most common are DDS and the 
progression to Periodontics or Othodontics.  Those these two programs are considered 
graduate level, and thus, have reduced lifetime loan aggregate limits, they are specialities 
and considered to be an advancement up from the traditional DDS degree.  Students should complete Periodontics and Orthodontics in two academic years, and will have 
a fresh timeframe of three years maximum for completion.    The same is true with  students who work towards a MD/PhD either during progression toward, or immediately after receiving an MD.  Any degree in any other field that can be considered a progression from a BS to MS, or PhD, will have new completion timeframes.  An 
undergraduate or a graduate who chooses to pursue another degree even at the same level, will receive additional time on financial aid, subject to the conditions described in
the first sentence of this section.

Withdrawals:   Any course a student withdrawals from is counted as “hours attempted”, and is taken into consideration when determining the percentage of hours completed. 
Generally a student must complete 2/3 of hours attempted in order to graduate in the 
150% timeframe.  As with other components of Satisfactory Academic Progress, it is 
rare that a student will withdraw from just one or two classes at OUHSC.  Most programs
have a very specific academic progression towards the degree.  Students do not just pick
and choose random courses that count toward their major, as they might in studying 
Business, Liberal Arts, etc. All withdrawn courses count the same for financial aid 
purposes, whether a “W” or “WF”.   Students who withdraw completely for a semester 
may return, and receive financial aid on an initial probation semester.  At the end of the 
semester on probation the Financial Aid Director will determine if the student has made 
the required GPA and 2/3 completion rate to be removed from probation, continue 
probation, or be eliminated from financial aid eligibility for the following semester.  

Because of the nature of the programs at OUHSC, and the close accountability the 
departments and colleges take into consideration in evaluating all students and their 
progression, the Office of Financial Aid works closely with the departments, and will 
allow students to continue on financial aid, if the department head feels the student has 
an excellent chance to finish the program.  As with all other aspects of OUHSC, most of 
the programs carry required licensing board exams periodically throughout the program,
so students with poor scholarship are eliminated from the university through that means
more frequently than the Financial Aid Office having to apply its SAP policies to  the 
student.

Remedial Coursework:  Students at OUHSC are admitted based on highly competitive
criteria.  Students are not admitted to programs if remediation is required.  OUHSC offers
no remedial coursework.  
Repeated Coursework:  In a few programs at OUHSC, a student may be able to drop
one or two courses, and retake them the next semester, or the next year.  Financial Aid
will allow aid for this on a probationary semester, as long as the student continues to make progress at the rate of at least 2/3 completion each semester on probation.  However, in some programs, the student must wait a year for the rotation to come around
again.  Generally, the college either puts this type of student on leave of absence, or 
drops the student from the program permanently.    If a student is progressing satisfactorily after one or two poor semesters, and is within one or two semesters of
graduation, Financial Aid will allow aid for the student even if it takes them past the 
150% point.    Each case is reviewed by the Financial Aid Director, and documented 
in the student’s file, along with a projected/expected graduation date.  

Students will be notified in writing of probations and suspensions, and will be instructed
in the path necessary to continue to receive aid, or get it reinstated.
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